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Riding Report                             May 2013 
 

Dear Friends: 

 

The spring sitting of the legislature ended recently after what  

can only be described as a difficult time in our province.  I think  

Nova Scotians have been genuinely distressed by the deaths of  

young people from causes like bullying or prescription drug  

abuse. 

 

I’m pleased the legislature unanimously passed updated laws  

on cyberbullying - they included  measures the Liberal caucus  

first introduced last year.  I just wish they’d been enacted sooner.    

And I think we have much more work to do to educate people  

on issues like bullying and sexual assault. 

 

I want to share a few items of note with you, including a column  

I wrote recently for the Bedford – Sackville Weekly News, and  

some notices of events coming up in our riding.  But first that  

column - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Putting Nova Scotia Taxpayers First 

 

A number of people have contacted me to complain about the number of times 

they’ve seen commercials from the government of Nova Scotia.  They believe the 

government should restrict advertising to commercials, ads, and mail-outs that con-

vey information about programs, rather than subjective commercials  that appear 

designed only to inflate government polling numbers.  

 

The Liberal caucus has no objection if the government uses advertising to get impor-

tant, useful information to citizens.  For example, we approve of the government 

publicizing a vaccination program or the new 211 and 811 phone numbers (for So-

cial Services and Health information respectively).   

 

But we do have a problem with the government using taxpayers’ money to prop up 

its own popularity. In fact, the NDP government has spent well over $2 million on 

advertising that does not convey useful information:   

 

*The NDP decided to spend nearly $680,000 – more than three-quarters of a million 

dollars – on its feel-good JobsHere campaign in 2012. That money could have been 

spent on job retraining for out- of- work Nova Scotians, who knew all too well there 

were no jobs here for them.  

 

*The government spent over $200,000 on commercials for two education campaigns

– “Kids and Learning First”, and “Class Sizes”– at a time when the government was 

cutting funding to education, a move that resulted in the elimination of 1100 posi-

tions in education, including 700 teachers.  

 

*The government has spent nearly $140,000 so far on its “Fair Power Rates” cam-

paign – which conveys the New Democrat Party line on the Muskrat Falls power 

project. 

 

*And between December 2010 and March 2011, the government spent over 

$230,000 on its Better Care Sooner campaign – again, which conveyed no useful 

information. It spent a further $155,000 on two campaigns that warned “Healthcare 

is Changing”.      

 

When you add together this ad money plus the $620,000 spent on the Ships Start 

Here program (of which Peter MacKay said, “The government might as well have 

taken the money… and thrown it in the harbor”), you get over $2,000,000.  

 

The Liberal Party doesn’t think your approval for government programs should be 

bought with your tax dollars.  And that’s why Liberal Leader Stephen McNeil intro-

duced a bill this past session that would force the government to get the Auditor 

General’s approval for all government advertising.  The kind of feel-good no-useful-

information ads we’ve seen from the NDP would be a thing of the past.  

As Stephen said, “having the Auditor General oversee this process will ensure tax-

payer-funded advertising is used to serve the interests of the people, and not a politi-

cal party.” 

 

We’re not against political advertising.  We just think the NDP should pay for their 

own political ads – not taxpayers.    

   

 

Rising Electricity Prices 

 

In the spring session of the Legislature,  all parties voted in favour of a motion put 

forward by the Liberal caucus to keep the provincial portion of the HST off electric-

ity bills.  This is the first and only time the legislature has held a vote on this issue 

alone. 

 

There were previous votes that included this issue, but they also included items like 

reductions in education funding, increasing fees for government services, and hiking 

the HST on most other items.  Because we were against cuts to education funding, 

increasing government fees, and increasing the HST from 13% to 15%, we voted 

against those measures. 

 

During this and previous sessions of the legislature, our caucus introduced many bills 

related to electricity – to improve regulation, improve access to the energy grid for 

renewable energy producers, and  requires mandatory audits.  Legislation we intro-

duced that would see an end to ratepayers picking up the tab for the bonuses of NS 

Power executives was eventually adopted by the government. 

 

The Maritime Link (also known as the Muskrat Falls project) remains an unknown 

for electricity customers.  We disagree with the government’s headlong rush to lock 

us into paying billions of dollars in infrastructure costs. We simply do not know 

whether this deal will give us cheaper, more reliable reliable power than the alterna-

tives.  The Liberal caucus is represented at the Nova Scotia Utility and Review 

Board hearings into this deal which are underway. 

 

Congratulations!  

 

Kudos to Bedford resident Ken Dodsworth, who last week received the Council of 

Nova Scotia Archives Anna Hamilton Award for outstanding volunteer service to the 

Nova Scotia archival community.  Ken was nominated for this award by Fort Sack-

ville Foundation, where he has been a keen volunteer for many years.  In addition to 

a lot of work on the building and grounds of Scott Manor House, Ken has entered 

30,000 (!) photos on the historical society’s database.  Ken has been a key volunteer 

in Bedford and I’m delighted he’s been honoured with this award. 

 

Events:  

 

Thursday, May 30 -   7:00 – 9:00 pm Free Public Lecture:  The History, Diagnosis 

and Treatment of Opiate Dependence with Dr. Ronald Fraser 

Royal Bank Theatre, Halifax Infirmary 

1796 Summer Street, Halifax 

 

Friday, May 31  - A new production of Boublil and Shrönberg’s “Les Misérables” – 

7:00 pm at Bedford Baptist Church. Tickets are $15 for adults and $12 for seniors/

students; they can be purchased by calling 835-5966 or at the door. 

Bedford Baptist Church 

158 Rocky Lake Drive, Bedford 

 

Saturday, June 1 - 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.  Zumba fitness fundraiser for The Go Project – 

Minimum Donation: $10 (can be purchased at the door). 

Bedford United Church 

1200 Bedford Highway, Bedford 

 

Saturday, June 1  - Lobster Dinner at All Saints Church - 1 ¼ lb fresh premium hard 

shell lobster.  Adults:  $20 lobster or $12 ham dinner (potato salad, cole slaw, roll, 

carrot cake);  children’s menu (5 & under) - $5.00 (ham, potato salad, roll, carrot 

cake). Take out 3:00 – 7:00 p.m. or eat in 4:00 - 7:00 p.m.  Advance tickets only  832

-3300. 

All Saints Anglican Church 

1408 Bedford Highway, Bedford 

 

Saturday, June 1 - “Les Misérables” – 7:00 pm at Bedford Baptist Church. Tickets 

are $15 for adults and $12 for seniors/students; they can be purchased by calling 835-

5966 or at the door. 

Bedford Baptist Church 

158 Rocky Lake Drive, Bedford 

 

Friday, June 7 -  “Les Misérables” – 7:00 pm at Bedford Baptist Church. Tickets are 

$15 adults and $12 seniors/students and can be purchased by calling 835-5966 or at 

the door. 

Bedford Baptist Church 

158 Rocky Lake Drive, Bedford 

 

Saturday, June 8 – 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. Go Project Coffeehouse - $10 per person or $8 

with food bank donation – come perform or just sit back and enjoy! 

Bedford United Church 

1299 Bedford Highway, Bedford 

 

Saturday, June 8 - A new production of Boublil and Shrönberg’s “Les Misérables” – 

7:00 pm at Bedford Baptist Church. Tickets are $15 adults and $12 seniors/students 

and can be purchased by calling 835-5966 or at the door. 

Bedford Baptist Church 

158 Rocky Lake Drive, Bedford 

 

Thursday, June 13 to Sunday June 16 – Scott Manor House Annual Book Sale – Get 

a bag of books for only $5. Best deal in town for bibliophiles! 4 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Scott Manor House 

15 Fort Sackville Road, Bedford 

 

Friday, June 14 - Scott Manor House Annual Book Sale – The best deal in town con-

tinues - get a bag of books for only $5.  4 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Scott Manor House 

15 Fort Sackville Road, Bedford 

 

Saturday, June 15 - Scott Manor House Annual Book Sale – The best deal in town 

continues - get a bag of books for only $5.  10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Scott Manor House 

15 Fort Sackville Road, Bedford 

 

Sunday, June 16 - Scott Manor House Annual Book Sale – It’s your last chance to 

get a bag of books for only $5.  12 noon to 4 p.m. 

Scott Manor House 

15 Fort Sackville Road, Bedford 

 

Saturday, June 22 – Councillor’s Community Cleanup with Councillor Tim Outhit – 

9:30 to 11:30 a.m. followed by a free barbeque.  (Cleanup supplies provided.) 

Fish Hatchery Park, Bedford 

 

Saturday, June 22 – 10.am.- 4:30 p.m.  Vetcetera Animal Hospital  Charity Dog 

Wash, Yard Sale, Bake Sale and & Community BBQ – proceeds to BideAWhile 

Animal Shelter, Pick of the Litter Society & SPCA (Donation) 

Vetcetera Animal Highway 

1144 Bedford Highway, Bedford 

 

Saturday, June 22 – Bedford Basin Artists’ Plein Air Painting Day and Art Show -  

Artists will set up their easels across Bedford throughout the day– come watch them 

create.  Or join them at DeWolf Park from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. for their show! (Art for 

sale) 

DeWolf Park and other locations 

 

Saturday June 22 – 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. – Minor Baseball Tournament (PeeWee 

and Bantam AAA) Joan and Robert Lenihan Memorial Fields (near Legion).  Con-

tact Ken Lenihan for more info at 825-9531. 

 

Sunday,  June 23 – 9:00 a.m. to 10 p.m. - Minor Baseball Tournament (PeeWee and 

Bantam AAA) Joan and Robert Lenihan Memorial Fields (near Legion).  Contact 

Ken Lenihan for more info at 825-9531. 

 

Sunday, June 23 – Bedford Basin Artists’ Plein Air Painting Day and Art Show -  

Artists will set up their easels across Bedford – come watch them create.  Or join 

them at DeWolf Park from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. for their show! 

DeWolf Park, other locations 

 

Monday, June 24– 9:00 a.m. to 6 p.m. Minor Baseball Tournament (PeeWee and 

Bantam AAA) Joan and Robert Lenihan Memorial Fields (near Legion).  Contact 

Ken Lenihan for more info at 825-9531. 

 

And looking ahead: 

 

June 27 – July 1 – Bedford Days 

http://www.bedforddays.ca/events 
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